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It is doubtful whether the Mamliik attacks on Rhodes
had any permanent effect on the Order of St. John. The
damage done to their stronghold was temporary and their
power appears to have remained almost unshaken. Never-
theless, Egypt established a dangerous precedent for its
Ottoman successors who twice besieged the Knights and
finally brought disaster upon the island. Muhammad II
made the first attempt to subdue the island in 1448,
but it was not until 1522 that Sulaiman I succeeded in
the expulsion of the Order in the days of the Grand
Master Philippe Villiers de T Isle-Adam after one of the
most heroic defences in the history of Rhodes.1 During
the interval between the end of Egyptian and the beginning
of Ottoman counter-crusades against Rhodes, many develop-
ments had taken place in the history of the Levant. The
star of the Ottomans was in the ascendant. Constantinople
became the capital of their new empire in 1453, and their
power in Asia Minor was consolidated at the expense of
the Turkish amirs whose principalities, large and small,
were swallowed by the Sultans. In 1516 the battle of
Marj Dabiq was fought in the vicinity of Aleppo between
Salim I and Qansuh al-Ghauri. The death of the latter
on that field precipitated the invasion of Syria by the Turks.
In 1517 the battle of al-Raydaniya (the modern Abbasieh
quarter, north-east of Cairo) sealed the fate of Egypt; and
after several minor encounters, al-Ghauri7 s successor, Tuman-
Bay was captured and hanged at the Zuwailah Gate of the
city. The triumph of the Ottomans in both battles was
not due to their numerical and tactical superiority or even
their courage in hand-to-hand fighting, but to their use of
artillery and gunpowder which were almost unknown to
the army of Egypt.2 As we have seen, the downfall of
French merchant prince, Jacques Coeur, at the court of Egypt. His media-
tion between the two belligerents was carried out with the approval of
Charles VII of France. Vertot, II, 373-4; L. S. Costello, Jacques Coeur
(London, 1847), 203-4; A. B. Kerr, Jacques Coeur (London, 1927),
141.
1 Vertot, III, 212 et seq.; Atiya, article Rhodes in EL
2 The sources for the Turkish conquest are the histories of ibn lyas (new
ed. in Bibl. Islamica of the DMG by P. Kahle and M. Mustafa), ibn Tulun
(tract ed. Hartmann) and ibn Zunbul.   A new edition collated from the